


A Guide to the Documentation.








Format





The document is not constructed in question number order, but is divided into sections according to the subject matter of the questions.  For the original question order see previous documentation.  








How to use the code book


�








Politics  SPSS variable name	Interest in Politics   Question summary





q14  Question no.	How much interest do you generally have in what is going on in politics?  			Question text





�
England and Wales�
Scotland�
Ethnic minorities�
�
1  a great deal  Variable label�
260  �
            75  Frequency�
�
�
2  quite a lot �
644�
160�
�
�
3  some�
987�
308�
�
�
4  not very much�
652�
272�
�
�
5  none at all�
190�
65�
�
�
9  not answered�
�
2�
�
�



Notes:   Additional information


�








Text fills





The answer to one question is inserted into the wording of another.





	“Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative, Labour, Liberal 	Democrat, [If Scot: SNP, if Wales: Plaid Cymru],  Text fill  or what.








‘Routing’ instruction





Some questions were only asked of particular groups of people, for example those that answered in a particular way at a previous question, or those who live in a particular geographical region.  This is recorded in the notes section of each question (see glossary below), and is incorporated into the frequencies either by a skip code (all those who were not required to answer the question) or by the exclusion of a particular group from the table, i.e. if the question was asked in only in Scotland, then none will appear in the columns table for England and Wales or Ethnic minorities.  A list of where the questions asked only of specific groups of people can be found in the code book appears in the appendix.














Glossary of terms in the notes section





SO	Question asked in Scotland only


WO	Question asked in Wales only


EO	Question asked in England only


B/AO	Question asked to ethnic minorities only


Shc	Show cards used - the respondent is asked to choose an answer from a list


SS	Scale sheet used 


MC	Multi-coded question, i.e. more than one answer can be given.


Dv	Derived variable -  the answer is computed automatically by referring to a previous 	question.


EdOn	Question for edit only


NonSc	Question did not appear on the screen during the interview








Arbitrary Variable labels





8	Don’t know


98	Don’t know if 2 digit code


9	Not answered


99	Not answered if 2 digit code








Frequencies





Each column in the frequency tables includes all the sample for that category, thereby accounting for all respondents.  A skipped value has been calculated for those filter questions which did not have a skipped code on the SPSS data file.  System missing frequencies were also included where relevant.  As such, all columns add up to the following totals, corresponding to the sample from which they were taken.





Main questionnaire:


Scotland		882


England and Wales	2733


Wales only		182


England only		2551


Ethnic sample		705


�



Ethnic minority sample:


England and Wales	106


England only		102


Wales only		4


Ethnic sample		705	





The questions asked to ethnic minorities only (B/AO) include the 705 people in the ethnic minority sample, and also 106 from the main bexs SPSS file.  However, these 106 are also included in the ethnic minority sample, and thus have been effectively counted twice.  The England and Wales frequencies for the B/AO questions in the main questionnaire are included in the code book for the sake of completeness.





Short questionnaire:


England and Wales	394


Scotland		756


Ethnic sample		394 





British General Election Study 1997		The Post-election Cross-section Survey
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