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Political Interest and the Media�PRIVATE ��







q14	Politics	How much interest do you generally have in what is going on in politics?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a great deal�260�75�85��2  quite a lot�644�160�111��3  some�987�308�243��4  not very much�652�272�208��5  none at all�190�65�56��8  Don’t know�-�-�1��9  not answered/refused�-�2�1��





q15	CareWon	Would you say you cared a good deal which party won the recent general

		      	election or that you didn't care very much which party won?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  Cared a good deal�2038�656�514��2  Didn't care very much�684�224�190��8  Don’t Know�11�-�1��9  Not answered/refused�-�2�-��

�

q16	Readpap	Do you regularly read one or more daily morning newspapers?



	

�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  yes�1535�646�341��2  no�1198�234�364��9  not answered/refused�-�2�-��

�



 q17	WhPaper1	Which daily morning newspaper do you read most often?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  The Express�127�48�10��2  The (Scottish) Daily Mail�279�26�48��3  The (Scottish) Mirror/Daily Record�274�302�90��4  The Daily Star (of Scotland)�31�7�3��5  The Sun�363�73�75��7  The Daily Telegraph�156�7�19��8  The Financial Times�15�3�7��9  The Guardian�82�11�35��10 The Independent�42�3�8��11 The Times�99�11�30��12 The Scotsman�2�39�-��13 The Glasgow Herald�-�41�-��14 The (Aberdeen) Press and Journal�1�46�-��15 other Scottish/Welsh/regional or    local daily morning newspaper�52�26�7��16 other daily�10�1�7��17 more than 1 paper�2�2�2��99 not answered�-�2���-1 skp, not read paper�1198�234�364��

Notes:  If ‘yes’ at ReadPap.





q20	PapOft1	About how often do you read [paper named at WhPaper1]?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  every day�1114�503�168��2  4 or 5 days a week�227�93�69��3  2 or 3 days a week�172�40�77��4  1 day a week or less�20�8�25��5  skp,>1 Paper read�2�2�2��9 not answered�-�2���-1 skp not read paper�1198�234�364��

Notes:  If 'yes' at ReadPap



�

q21	PapPty1	Which political party do you think [name of paper at WhPaper1]  

			favoured in this election, or did it not favour any one political party?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��0  did not favour a political party�274�150�69��1  Conservative Party�426�79�56��2  Labour Party�740�357�185��3  Liberal Democrats�17�9�5��4  SNP/Plaid Cymru�-�7�-��5  skp,1 paper read�2�2�2��7  favoured another party�2�-�-��8  don’t know�74�42�24��9 not answered�-�2���-1 skp, not read paper�1198�234�364��

Note:  If 'yes' at ReadPap





q22	ArtAtEc	 People pay attention to different parts of newspapers. When you read 

			[paper named at WhPaper1], how much attention do you pay to stories 

			about the economy?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a great deal of attention�140�42�50��2  quite a bit of attention�363�126�74��3  some attention�507�191�106��4  a little attention�345�184�76��5  no attention at all�179�102�34��8  don’t know�1�1�1��9 not answered�-�2���-1 skp, not read paper�1198�234�364��

Note:  If 'yes' at Readpap

�

q23	ArtAtP1	How much attention do you pay to stories about politics?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a great deal of attention�121�38�41��2  quite a bit of attention�375�136�72��3  some attention�527�207�118��4  a little attention�339�177�81��5  no attention at all�173�87�28��8  don’t know�-�1�1��9 not answered�-�2���-1 skp, not read paper�1198�234�364��

Note:  If 'yes' at ReadPap



q24	LocalPap	About how often, if at all, do you read a morning, evening or weekly local	 

			newspaper?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  once a week or more often�1989�677�427��2  once every two weeks�130�48�50��3  once a month�188�54�59��4  at least once a year�76�7�17��5  never�350�93�150��8  don’t know�-�1�1��9  not answered/refused�-�2�1��

Note:  This includes free local newspapers.





q195	TVNatFrq	On average, how many days a week do you watch all or part of any 

			national news 	programme on any television channel?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��0  none�145�38�43��1  1 day�102�37�37��2  2 days�117�30�37��3  3 days�143�33�49��4  4 days�98�27�34��5  5 days�186�60�41��6  6 days�109�31�18��7  7 days�1833�623�445��8  don’t know�-�1�-��9  not answered/refused�-�2�1��



q196	TVLocFrq	On average, how many days a week do you watch or listen to all or part of

			any local news programme on radio or television?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��0  none�279�73�70��1  I day�111�30�29��2  2 days�144�38�45��3  3 days�159�40�49��4  4 days�106�35�36��5  5 days�262�81�62��6  6 days�110�21�20��7  7 days�1561�562�393��8  don’t know�1�-�1��9  not answered/refused�-�2�-��

q197	WkTVAtEc	People pay attention to different parts of the television news. When you 

			watch the news 	on television, how much attention do you pay to stories 

			about the economy?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a great deal �321�71�106��2  quite a bit �719�219�157��3  some �839�260�183��4  a little �502�196�160��5  none�207�94�54��8  don’t know�-�1�1��9 not answered�-�3�1��-1 skp, not watch tv�145�38�43��

Notes:  If 1-7 at TVNatFrq



q198	WkTVAtPL	And how much attention do you pay to stories about politics?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a great deal �234�70�77��2  quite a bit �650�196�135��3  some �867�267�223��4  a little �578�215�155��5  none�259�93�71��9 not answered�-�3�1��-1 skp, not watch tv�145�38�43��

Notes:  If 1-7 at TVNatFrq

�

Canvassing



q25	Canvass	Did a canvasser from any party call at your home to talk to you during the

			election campaign?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  yes�679�165�222��2  no�2048�712�479��8  don’t know�6�3�4��9  not answered/refused�-�2�-��



q26			From which party or parties?

q36	Concan		The Conservative party





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�285�50�78��2  no�383�109�137��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��



q37	LabCan	The Labour party





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�353�53�166��2  no�315�106�49��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

q38	LDCan		Liberal Democrats





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�164�46�43��2  no�504�113�172��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��



q39	SNPCan	SNP





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�-�39�-��2  no�668�120�215��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

q40	PCCan		Plaid Cymru



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�12�-�-��2  no�656�159�215��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

q41	GrnCan		Green Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�7�-�5��2  no�661�159�210��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

q43	RFDCan		Referendum Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�20�4�6��2  no�648�155�209��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

�

q42	OthCan	Other Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�18�1�10��2  no�650�158�205��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

DKCan		Can't Say Which Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2048�712�479��1  yes�-�-�-��2  no�668�159�215��8  don’t know�11�6�7��9  not answered/refused�6�5�4��

q44	PhoneCan	Were you contacted by anyone on the telephone during the election 

			campaign asking how you might vote?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  yes�179�81�27��2  no�2549�798�676��8  don’t know�5�1�2��9  not answered/refused�-�2�-��

q45	By which party or parties, or did they not say which party they were 

	from?



q55	ConPhn	Conservative Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�63�17�6��2  no�107�59�21��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

�

q56	LabPhn	Labour party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�104�30�19��2  no�66�46�8��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

q57	LDPhn		Liberal Democrats



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�20�3�3��2  no�150�73�24��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��



q58	SNPPhn	SNP



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�-�28�-��2  no�170�48�27��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

q59	PCPhn		Plaid Cymru



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�-�-�-��2  no�170�76�27��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

�

q60	GrnPhn	Green Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�-�-�-��2  no�170�76�27��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

q61	OthPhn	Other Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�5�2�2��2  no�165�74�25��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��



q62	RfdPhn		Referendum Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�4�3�-��2  no�166�73�27��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

q63	DkPhn		Can't Say Which Party



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��-1 skp, no canvassers�2549�798�676��1  yes�-�-�-��2  no�170�76�27��8  don’t know�9�5�-��9  not answered/refused�5�3�2��

�

The Electoral Register









q156	Citizen		Are you...



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a British citizen�2640�875�561��2  a citizen of another country�73�3�116��3  both�20�2�27��9  not answered/refused�-�2�1��

Q158	Country	Citizen of which other country.





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  Irish (Republic) / Eire�20�1�1��2  Commonwealth countries�26�1�126��3  European Union (except Ireland)�20�2�4��4  other�26�1�11��8  don’t know�1�2�1��9 not answered�-�-�1��-1 skp British citizen�2640�875�561��

Recode OthReg1:  Open question.



q159	EIRegOn	As far as you know, is your name on the electoral register, that is the 

			official list of people entitled to vote, either at this address or somewhere 

			else?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  yes, at this address�2507�819�625��2  yes, at another address�130�32�30��3  yes, both at this address and another�1�6�3��4  yes, don't know address�9�1�41��5   no�76�21�6��8   don’t know�10�-�6��9   not answered/refused�-�3�-��

�

q160	EIRegNot	Which of the following best describes why your name is not on the 

			Electoral Register ?

	

	

�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1   I’m not entitled to vote�20�1�9��2   I got left off by mistake�2�3�6��3   I didn’t know how to register�-�2�3��4   I didn’t want other people knowing about me�2�1�1��5  I'm not interested in elections�2�2�2��6  I never received the application form�10�5�5��7  I have recently moved�34�6�11��8  I just couldn't be bothered�2�-�2��9  some other reason�4�1�2��10 not answered�10�3�6��-1 skp, registered�2647�858�658��

Note:  If 'no' at EIRegOn



q177	EIRegOct	Were you living at this address in October 1996?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic��1   yes�2593�845�664��2   no�140�35�41��9   not answered/refused�-�2�-��

Note:   If moved during October 1996, code ‘No’.





q178	EIReg2		Where were you living in October 1996?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1   at current address�25�11�7��2   at other address�115�24�34��9   not answered�-�2�-��-1 skp, yes EIRegOct�2593�845�664��

Note:  If 'no' at EIRegOct.

�

Voting Behaviour and Partisanship.





q199	PtyThnk	Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as Conservative, Labour,

			Liberal Democrat,[if Scot: SNP; if Wales: Plaid Cymru ]or what?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��0  none/no�326�93�99��1  Conservative�807�140�61��2  Labour�1138�397�480��3  Liberal Democrat�332�90�27��4  Scottish National Party (SNP)�4�140�-��5  Plaid Cymru�11�-�-��6  Green Party�9�2�2��7   other �42�5�7��97  refused�39�9�17��98  don’t know�25�6�11��99  not answered/refused�-�-�1��

q201	PtyCls	Do you generally think of yourself as a little closer to one of the parties

		than the others? (If yes) Which party?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��0  none/no�197�58�59��1  Conservative�44�4�4��2  Labour�62�18�40��3  Liberal Democrat�25�6�1��4  Scottish National Party (SNP)�-�7�-��5  Plaid Cymru�2�-�-��6  Green Party�2�-�-��7  other �3�1�-��97  refused�7�2�1��98  don’t know�9�3�5��99 not answered�39�9�18��-1 skp, thnk party�2343�744�577��

Note:  If 'none' or 'don't know' at PtyThnk

�

	

q203	IdStrng	Would you call yourself [party named], fairly strong or not very strong?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  very strong�447�125�148��2  fairly strong�1105�377�263��3  not very strong�920�305�209��8  don’t know�9�3�2��9  not answered�55�14�24��-1 skp, no party id�197�58�59��

Note:  If party given at PtyThnk or at PtyCls



q204	Comprom	Which of these two statements comes closest to your own view?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1 the main aim of [party named]should be to win votes, even if it means compromising what it stands for.�301�95�112��2  the main aim of [party named]should be to campaign for what it stands for, even if it means losing votes?�2084�685�459��3  other answer�18�3�3��4  in between/both�8�1�-��5  depends on issue�-�-�-��6  neither�4�-�-��8  don’t know�65�26�48��9  not answered/refused/refused�56�14�24��-1 skp, no party id�197�58�59��

Notes:  If party given at PtyThnk or at PtyCls



q206	Voted	Talking to people about the general election, we have found that a lot of

		people didn't manage to vote. How about you - did you manage to vote in the

		general election?



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  yes voted�2146�700�524��2  no�586�180�180��8  don’t know�1�-�1��9  not answered/refused�-�2�-��









q208	Votecod1	Why didn’t you vote in the 1997 general election?





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  deliberately abstained�31�13�14��2  work prevented me�40�18�13��3  sickness prevented me�33�17�16��4  away on election day�91�29�24��5  other commitments/no time�74�19�28��6  couldn’t be bothered/not interested�69�27�13��7 couldn’t decide between the parties�40�11�5��8  vote wouldn’t have affected who won�19�3�5��9  religious reasons for not voting�6�2�2��10  respondent had moved�32�5�10��11 polling card/polling station problem�63�12�27��12  never vote/have never voted in my life�13�4�-��97  other answer�69�19�17��98  don’t know�5�1�6��99  refused/not answered/refused�2�2�5��-1 skp voted�2146�700�524��

Notes:  If answered 'no' at Voted

�

q209	Votecod2	Second reason why didn’t vote in election.



�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��2  work prevented me�1�-�-��4  away on election day�3�-�-��5  other commitments/no time�4�2�1��6  couldn’t be bothered/not interested�4�1�1��7 couldn’t decide between the parties�5�1�-��8  vote wouldn’t have affected who won�6�-�-��10  respondent had moved�1�-�-��11 polling card/polling station problem�2�1�1��12  never vote/have never voted in my life�2�1�-��97  other answer�7�1�-��99 refused/not answered�7�3�7��-1 skp, voted�2146�700�524��-2 skp, no further answer�545�172�171��





q213	WhenDecd	How long ago did you decide that you would definitely vote the way you 

			did?   Was it





�PRIVATE ���England and Wales�Scotland�Ethnic minorities��1  a long time ago�1218�413�304��2  sometime last year�168�49�51��3  sometime this year�190�60�39��4  during the election campaign�569�178�129��8  don’t know�1�-�1��9 not answered�1�2�1��-1 skp, didn't vote�586�180�180��

Notes:  If answered 'yes' at Voted



�
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